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GWYNETH WALKER

Voices in Song

for Youth Chorus and Orchestra

1. Shall We Gather at the River
2. Let Us Break Bread Together
3. Standin’ in the Need of Prayer
4. Twelve Gates to the City



for the Walla Walla Symphony Orchestra — Yaacov Bergman, Music Director
and the Rogers Adventist School Singing Scholars — Terry Koch, Music Director
in celebration of the Centennial of the Walla Walla Symphony: 1907-2007

duration: 16 minutes
Voices in Song — Program notes

Voices in Song is a set of American hymns and spirituals, updated and expanded for symphony
orchestra and youth chorus. The intent is to combine the exuberant expression of the young
singers with the rich instrumental accompaniment available in symphonic writing. The result
would promise to be an energetic and appealing presentation.

The four songs in the set were selected for their variety, yet overall cohesiveness in the message
of “joyful reverence.” “Shall We Gather at the River” is placed in a 12/8 “bouncy” meter
suggestive of joyful assembling by the river. The chorus presents the melody in a generally
straightforward manner, singing in unison, simple harmony or occasional imitation. Meanwhile,
the orchestra enjoys many colorful moments — shimmering flutes, muted brass, strumming
strings and sandpaper blocks (percussion) “striding” to the river.

“Let Us Break Bread Together” is subtitled “a prayer.” And the gently repeated chords in the
brass might be heard as expressing the phrase “Lord, have mercy.” This pattern enters between
each verse, growing in dynamics and duration until the notes are adopted by the chorus. The
melody and accompaniment then ascend to the climax and ending of “Let our song rise together,
and give us peace.”

“Standin’ in the Need of Prayer” was selected simply for fun. The singers declare, “It’s me, O
Lord, standin’ in the need of prayer. Not you. It's me!” And thus, everyone and everything else
escapes blameless (hard to believe!). This is a raucous song, with an abundance of brass playing.

The set closes with “Twelve Gates to the City,” interpreted in a “blues” style of swing rhythm
and mixed major and minor harmonies. As the first song, “Shall We Gather at the River,”
portrays the coming together for worship, so then “Twelve Gates” takes us on another group
journey, the walk on up to Heaven. This is a celebratory, gently-paced walk. There is time to
listen to some jazz (“blues”) instrumental solos along the way. No rush. Those who arrive early
can “tell all my friends, I'm comin’ too!” HALLELUIA!

* * * * *

Dr. Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947) is a graduate of Brown University and the Hartt School of
Music. She holds B.A., M.M. and D.M.A. Degrees in Music Composition. A former faculty
member of the Oberlin College Conservatory, she resigned from academic employment in 1982
in order to pursue a career as a full-time composer. She now lives on a dairy farm in Braintree,
Vermont.

Gwyneth Walker is a proud resident of Vermont. She is the recipient of the Year 2000 "Lifetime
Achievement Award” from the Vermont Arts Council. Walker's catalog includes over 170
commissioned works for orchestra, band, chorus and chamber ensembles. The music of Gwyneth
Walker is published by E. C. Schirmer of Boston (choral and vocal music) and MMB Music of St.
Louis (orchestral and instrumental music).
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* glissando or portamento for the entire duration of the half-note on beats 3 and 4 of m. 118.
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120 (ritard.) K R I’ﬂ‘ I)A shouted (not on pitch)
el \ L VR R L xox ok
| e ——— g o - —— "
o O = 7 |
cresc. 7 Jf HAL-LE-LU-IA!
- A
= —p—F I S S §
Ob. > — e e St e
o .
cresc o '/';f HAL-LE-LU-IA!
A A A be be x X x X
o | e v v e T e
Y e 4 4 ' ff HAL-LE-LU-IA!
A A or A
— F_£F ST O o
Bsn‘ 1 I\J ‘; 1 1 1 1 " . — :
T resc. ff HAL-LE-LU-IA!
7 shouted (not on pitch)
A A o A
Hns 1 A : I,F F_f I,F IF( IF( IF( IF( S
. 2 ! 1 ! Py
¢ erese. Sf HAL-LE-LU-IA!
H \ N\ L R . be e o be X x X X
Tpts. , |y P e 2o +—F——8 g — ===
pS 2 o s . |y/ 7 | | T
cresc. P j:f HAL-LE-LU-IA!
. . be o be o
. £ F P S
Tbn. O LII 1 4 ‘; 1 4 1 1 1 — 5
i cresc. ff HAL-LE-LU-IA!
shouted (not on pitch)
- : : g 1
Perc. [EI] L } = 7 — —
| crese. mf p—— p HAL-LE-LU-IA!
shouted (not on pitch)
/9 III T T A T I?< IF< IF< I?< i |
G | =E= = =
HAL-LE-LU-IA!
9 III T T A T I?< IF< IF< I?< i |
fos | S==—= =
Ne) R —— e ——
HAL-LE-LU-IA!
(ritard) K "I’ I’A shouted (not on pitch)
b — °g Pj T L rp
Vlns. - e jz‘!’ HAL-LE-LU-IA!
- N I I R
e e e e e S e . ] —
e e o i i
cresc. .[f HAL-LE-LU-IA!
A A I’ I?A
Vl I 1 1 f F r !F( IP<I_II?< 4
a. T T u Py
cresc ./.'Af HAL-LE-LU-IA!
A A ()
Vlc. A 1 1 1 1 1 1 — :
cresc. ./.'f HAL-LE-LU-IA!
A A A
Cb. ) 1 1 1 1 1 1 " . — 5
) cresc.

Jf HAL-LE-LU-IA!
Duration: 4°15”
Total Duration: 16°00”
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