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This concert version of MARY, COME RUNNING is intended for performance by children’s chorus,
assisted by several adult singers, piano and flute. The children may range from all ages. A large chorus is
recommended.

The adult chorus should comprise a minimum of 12 singers, with a woman singing the role of MARY and
men singing the roles of ROM (a Gypsy), JOSEPH, the three MAGI and two SHEPHERDS. However,
older children may be substituted in many of these roles.

These songs are easy to learn and fun to sing. Thus, performances by community and church groups are
envisioned. The presence of the gypsies at the Nativity, and the humorous elements in many of the
songs, bring a special charm and entertainment to this Christmas music.

If the staging area permits, a series of mini-tableaux -- with costumed characters -- could be suggestive of
the dramatic setting of various songs from the opera score.

These could all take place around a simplified créche scene: on a small raised platform we would see
Mary, Joseph and the Baby in the manger.

Seated on the ground to the left and the right of the créche: a shepherd (or shepherds) around a
campfire and a gypsy (or gypsies) around their campfire.

Area on, or around, the platform might be a place where singers with solo parts would step forward,
appropriately costumed.

All of the gift-bringers described in “Toward Bethlehem Now Comes a Baker” (baker, farmer, shepherd,
child and dancer) could come forward, sing their solo line and lay gifts by the manger.

Mary would take center stage for her solo part in the lullaby -- shepherd boy for solo lines in “Shepherd’s

Song” and “Riddle Song” Joseph & Mary for “The Pancake Song” -- the three Magi for “The Magi’s
Song” etc.

Duration: approximately 25 minutes



SUGGESTED PROGRAM NOTES:

(which could be used by Choral Director, member of chorus or student to introduce program, or could be
printed in program)

Our program tonight will present selections from a Christmas opera written by composer Gwyneth Walker.
The opera, entitled Mary. Come Running, is based on a Christmas story by Jean Merrill.

This Christmas story was suggested by an old Spanish carol that describes a band of gypsies coming to
the stable in Bethlehem, along with the Wise Men and the shepherds.

Our program will begin with Gwyneth Walker's arrangement of this carol, entitled “Hacia Belen” - which
means in Spanish “Toward Bethlehem.”

CHORUS SINGS: *“Hacia Belén”

Many Spanish nativity carols begin with the phrase: “Toward Bethlehem . . .” and have many verses
which describe a large cast of characters who are traveling toward Bethlehem with gifts for the Christ
Child.

CHORUS SINGS: “Toward Bethlehem Now Comes a Baker. . .”

The next selection is the song of a shepherd boy who is camping outside Bethlehem -- and is worried
about the gypsies camping nearby.

SHEPHERD BOY & CHORUS SING: “Shepherd’s Song”

The next song is based on an old Spanish text that describes Mary making pancakes for Joseph in the
stable.

MARY. JOSEPH, ROM & CHORUS SING: “The Pancake Song”

And now we will hear the lullaby which Mary sings to the newborn child.

MARY & CHORUS SING: “Lullaby”

In the story of Mary. Come Running, the three Magi who come to Bethlehem are seen as very leamed

men. They quote from ancient books in many languages to explain the significance of the star over the
stable.

MAGI & CHORUS SING: “Magi’'s Song”

The last song is a riddle song that is sung when a shepherd boy brings a lamb as a gift to the Christ Child.
SHEPHERDS, SHEPHERD BOY & CHORUS SING: “Riddle Song”

._Qt@B_LLS_S[NQS: Final Reprise of “Hacia Belen”



The Songs ﬁ
&

Hacia Belén ("Toward Bethlehem”) p. 2
chorus
Toward Bethlehem Now Comes a Baker. .. 4

chorus, dancer

Shepherd’s Song ("I Guard My Sheep”) 8
Shepherd Boy, children

Pancake Song , 12
Mary, Joseph, Rom, children

Lullaby (*Sleep, Little Bird") 16
Mary, children

Magi’'s Song : 21
Magi, chorus

Riddle Song ("Have You Heard of the Lamb of God?*) 31

2 Shepherds, Shepherd Boy, children

Final Reprise ("Hacia Belén") 37
chorus




HACIA BELEN ("Toward Bethlehem")

for Children (and Adults, ad lib.)
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TOWARD BETHLEHEM NOW COMES A BAKER. ..

for Children (and adults)
lyrics by Jean Merrill
The village choirmaster is conducting the celebrants in a
carol describing the gifts being placed at the créche.

music by Gwyneth Walker
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SHEPHERD'S SONG ("l Guard My Sheep")

for Shepherd Boy or Girl and Children
lyrics by Jean Merrill

music by Gwyneth Walker
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Cantabile
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lyrics by Jean Merrill
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PANCAKE SONG

for Children, Mary (woman or older girl), Gypsy ROM and Joseph (men or older boys)
[ROM holds a plate of pancakes]

music by Gwyneth Walker
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[JOSEPH takes a bite of pancake and burns his tongue]
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LULLABY

for Children and Mary (woman or older girl)

lyrics by Jean Merrill music by Gwyneth Walker
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MAGI'S SONG

lyrics by Jean Merrill for 3 Magi (men), Children and Adults music by Gwyneth Walker

[Three MAGI -- exotic, impressive, scholarly (but lost!) characters —- wander up the aisle or across the stage
bearing large treatises under their arms.]
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RIDDLE SONG

for Children, 2 Shepherds (men or older children) and Shepherd Boy or Girl

lyrics by Jean Merrill music by Gwyneth Walker
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FINAL REPRISE ("Hacia Belén")

for Children (and adults)

traditional Spanish carol
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